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PRoW 

No. 

(Figure 

28-2) 

Location 

(Local Authority) 

Type of PRoW ProW Crossing Type OS Grid 

Reference 

(TQ) 

PRoW width in 

metres 

Proposed Crossing Methodology and 

PRoW Strategy 

2754 Upper Beeding 

(Horsham) 

Bridleway Temporary closure 21698 11098  Estimated 1 Trenching. Long-term temporary 

closure of PRoW with diversion.  

2754 Upper Beeding 

(Horsham) 

Bridleway Temporary closure 21426 11293 2.9 Trenching. Long-term temporary 

closure of PRoW with diversion.  

2741  Upper Beeding 

(Horsham) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

22515 11988 Estimated 1 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

2745 Upper Beeding 

(Horsham) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

22750 12535 0.6 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

2739 Henfield 

(Horsham) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

22830 13542 5 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

2739 Henfield 

(Horsham) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

22830 13542 5 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

3672 Woodmancote 

(Horsham) 

Bridleway Temporary 

diversion 

22946 15033 6 + 2.3 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

3188 Woodmancote 

(Horsham) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

23041 15358 4 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

3189 Woodmancote 

(Horsham) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

23194 15533 6.5 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

3187 Woodmancote Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

23261 15603 Estimated 2 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  



E.ON Climate & Renewables Rampion Offshore Wind Farm 

 Environmental Statement 

 

RSK Environment Ltd  28-29 

RSK/HE/P41318/03/04/Section 28 – Socio-Economics 

PRoW 

No. 

(Figure 

28-2) 

Location 

(Local Authority) 

Type of PRoW ProW Crossing Type OS Grid 

Reference 

(TQ) 

PRoW width in 

metres 

Proposed Crossing Methodology and 

PRoW Strategy 

(Horsham) 

2540 Woodmancote 

(Horesham) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

23345 16064 5.5 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

2535 Woodmancote 

(Horsham) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

23862 17779 Estimated 2 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

2534 Woodmancote 

(Horsham) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

23783 18037 Estimated 2 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

12T Twineham 

(Mid Sussex) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

24409 19036 Estimated 1 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

4T Twineham 

(Mid Sussex) 

Bridleway Temporary 

diversion 

24570 19193 Estimated 1 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

11T Twineham 

(Mid Sussex) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

24614 19367 Estimated 1 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

14T Twineham 

(Mid Sussex) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

24630 20424 2.8 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

9T Twineham 

(Mid Sussex) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

24630 20424 2.8 Trenching. Short-term temporary 

closure of PRoW.  

1T Twineham 

(Mid Sussex) 

Footpath Temporary 

diversion 

  Temporary closure.  Temporary 

diversion proposed.  
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PRoW 

No. 

(Figure 

28-2) 

Location 

(Local Authority) 

Type of PRoW ProW Crossing Type OS Grid 

Reference 

(TQ) 

PRoW width in 

metres 

Proposed Crossing Methodology and 

PRoW Strategy 

8T Twineham 

(Mid Sussex) 

Footpath Permanent 

diversion 

  Permanent closure.  Permanent 

diversion proposed. 
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28.5.34 Impacts on footpath users will comprise loss of access during the period of 

temporary closure and a localised, temporary loss of tranquility during this 

period.  Similarly, during construction and in the immediate reinstatement 

period, short-term, negative local impacts on views within the rural landscape 

are expected as a direct result of construction activities (see Section 26 

Landscape & Visual). For equestrian users additional potential impacts include 

disturbance to equines from machinery used during the construction works.  No 

impacts are predicted on PRoW users in terms of access and views once 

vegetation has been reinstated and established  

Open Access Areas  

28.5.35 Two Open Access Areas will be directly crossed by the proposed cable route; an 

area where the cable route crosses the A283, where the proposed cable route 

crosses approximately 330m of Open Access Area; and an large area extending 

across the study area from Beeding Hill to Tottingham Farm, on to Truleigh Hill 

and out of the study area towards Fulking, where the proposed cable route 

crosses approximately 1,700m of open access land.  Both of theses Open Access 

Areas are located within the South Downs National Park. 

28.5.36 Where the Open Access Areas are crossed by the proposed cable route, a 

section through the Open Access Areas will require temporary closure.  This is 

likely to impact on members of the public by causing temporary disruption due 

to lack of access and a localised, temporary loss of tranquility during the period 

of construction.  

28.5.37 Similarly, during construction and in the immediate reinstatement period, 

short-term, negative local impacts on views within the rural landscape are 

expected as a direct result of construction activities (see Section 26 - Landscape 

and Visual). No impacts on users in terms of access are predicted once the land 

is reopened and vegetation has been reinstated and established.  

Tourism & Recreation 

28.5.38 The main impacts on tourism and recreation will comprise the temporary loss of 

visual amenity and tranquility in areas immediately adjacent to the cable route 

and the wider potential impacts of construction traffic on roads, particularly 

main tourist routes. Impacts relating to Noise, Landscape and Visual aspects, 

and Traffic are considered in Sections 21 (Air Quality), 26 (Landscape & Visual 

Impacts), 26 (Noise & Vibration) and 29 (Transport), respectively. 

28.5.39 Temporary, small negative social and economic impacts are predicted to occur 

from the impact upon the setting of tourist attractions situated close to the 

cable route/substation. The degree to which public perception of the impact of 

cable/substation construction will affect tourism is difficult to assess. 

28.5.40 Given that a proportion of the workforce for the onshore cable and substation 

construction will come from outside the local area, there will be a requirement 
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for temporary accommodation for construction staff within the local area. This 

will bring revenue into the local economy and will have a generally positive 

impact on the local economy. However, tourism is seasonal and there is the 

potential for temporary, negative impacts through demand for temporary 

accommodation for staff during the peak tourist season, i.e. if this saturates 

temporary housing resources and inhibits tourism. However, given that an 

estimated labour peak of 350 will occur during construction (some of whom will 

be local construction labourers and have no requirement for additional 

accommodation), it is not anticipated that the Project will have a significant 

adverse impact on the supply of accommodation for tourists in the peak season. 

28.5.41 Worthing Beach is crossed by the landfall of the proposed cable route. The 

cables will be drilled beneath the beach, however a side access will be located 

across the foreshore during construction of the cable landfall. As such, during 

construction of the landfall works there may be some temporary impacts on 

areas available to bait digging, walking, running, dog walking and kite-surfing 

due to temporary disturbance and temporary reduction in area for such 

activities. 

During Operation 

Population & Settlement / Economy & Employment 

28.5.42 There will be no permanent workforce associated with the operation of the 

cable route; however access will be required to the link boxes approximately 

every 2 to 5 years in order to test the cable oversheath.  The proposed 

substation will be unmanned during operation, however there will be a routine 

inspection required (an individual in a small van, and periodic maintenance 

regime for specific plant items). Due to the small numbers involved and 

temporary nature of any maintenance work, there will be negligible impact on 

population and the local economy during operation of the onshore works. 

Public Rights of Way  

28.5.43 One PRoW (8T) will be permanently diverted from its original route as a result 

of the siting of the substation as it currently crosses the substation site.  An 

alternative route for the creation of a new permanent diversion has been 

identified with the landowner and is presented in Figure 28.2.   

28.5.44 Although the permanent diversion of a small section of the footpath (8T) will 

occur, impacts on footpath users in terms of access will be limited due to the 

provision of an alternative route. 

During Decommissioning 

28.5.45 At decommissioning it is anticipated that the onshore cables will be left buried 

in situ, unless lifted to be replaced by new cables to be run along the same 

route as part of future developments or wind farm re-powering. Details of the 

decommissioning of the cable route will be investigated in detail at the end of 
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its service life.  It is likely that ducting will remain in place; however, the cables 

may be pulled out of the ducts via the jointing bays.  Impacts at these specific 

locations will be similar scale to impacts described in this section for 

construction. 

28.5.46 No decision has been made regarding the final decommissioning policy for the 

proposed substation, as it is recognised that industry best practice, rules and 

legislation change over time. The onshore substation may continue to be used 

as a substation site after the Project has been decommissioned. Impacts will be 

dependent on the final decommissioning policy strategy.  

28.6 Mitigation Measures 

During Construction 

Population and Settlement 

28.6.1 No mitigation measures are proposed.  

Economy and Employment 

28.6.2 Local employers, suppliers and trade bodies are will be kept abreast of the 

proposed onshore works and to encourage participation of local and regional 

companies in contract and supply tenders, in order to assist in enhancing the 

benefit derived by the local and regional economy from Project delivery.  Local 

training will be provided for local employees to ensure that they have obtained 

certain skills that can be applied on other similar projects in the region. The 

potential for apprenticeships will also be considered. 

Education and Schools 

28.6.3 Bramber First School will be informed prior to construction so that they are 

aware of the construction and any potential mitigation measures that might be 

needed can be discussed and agreed in order to minimise disruption. 

Community Facilities  

28.6.4 Specific mitigation measures will be implemented for Brooklands Pleasure Park, 

which is directly crossed by the proposed cable route. 

28.6.5 In terms of any impacts resulting from the temporary closure of the Brooklands 

Golf Centre during cable installation and reinstatement, arrangements have 

been made with Worthing Borough Council who own the golf course to mitigate 

the commercial impact temporary closure will have to their business.  A 

programme of communication will be put in place for users of the facility, 

including clear signs to indicate the timing of, reasons for, and duration of, the 

golf course closure will be erected, together with details of the nearest 

alternative facilities.   
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28.6.6 Specific mitigation measures will also be implemented for the “We Cycle too” 

initiative, which will be temporarily impacted by construction of the cable 

route. Continued engagement will take place with the operators of the facility, 

to ensure any disruption is minimal, and that most of the facility can remain 

operational during the work.  

Public Rights of Way and Cycle Routes 

28.6.7 As noted above, PRoWs will remain open where possible. Closure durations will 

be minimised where possible to consist of short term closures, with alternatives 

being provided and advance warning being given.  To minimise disruption to 

PRoW users, where construction operations are to be phased and health and 

safety allows, the PRoW will be closed temporarily and re-opened after each 

stage of the construction operation. 

28.6.8 Where a PRoW is disturbed by construction works, the surface of the route will 

be reinstated to a standard that is no less than that prior to the works.  Design 

and reinstatement specifications will be provided to West Sussex County 

Council/South Downs National Park Authority for approval. 

28.6.9 Consultation with the South Downs National Park Authority South Downs Way 

Officer /West Sussex County Council Rights of Way Team will be carried out on 

any proposed publicity of PRoW diversions/closures.  A PRoW Communications 

Strategy will be prepared in discussion with PRoW officers from the relevant 

local authorities.  A number of tools will be used to provide advance notice of 

PRoW closures so that users are aware of alternative routes or can make 

alternative plans.  The PRoW Communication Strategy could incorporate the 

following: 

• Programme of closures and diversions made available in advance at local 

information centres; 

• Programme of closures and diversions made available in advance on Council 

Websites 

• Programme of closures and diversions made available in advance on E.ON 

Rampion webpages, facebook page; 

• Make National Trail webpages aware in advance of any works that will 

disrupt South Downs Way users; 

• Email updates sent to a distribution list of walking, horse riding and other 

user organisations to make them aware of the programme of closures and 

diversions for PRoW; 

• Information boards at closures explaining the works and providing details of 

alternative routes and the duration of, the closure or diversion;  
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• Providing adequate notification of any closure or diversion at car parks 

along the route and popular starting points for walkers; and 

• Project information phone number that users can call for updates. 

28.6.10 Regular contact and consultation will be maintained with the South Downs 

National Park Authority South Downs Way Officer, the West Sussex County 

Council Rights of Way Team, and the South Downs Local Access Forum including 

local equestrian groups during detailed design and construction.  Any gates 

utilised for diversions will be of appropriate design to enable PRoW users retain 

an acceptable level of access. Consideration will be given to opportunities to 

make improvements which will bring benefit to local PRoW users.  

28.6.11 Consideration will be given to the avoidance of the closure of the South Downs 

Way during the times of highest intensity usage (eg bank holidays and major 

events) in consultation with the South Downs National Park Authority. 

28.6.12 General mitigation measures will include: 

• Reference to the Circular 1/08 Rights of Way Circular  - Guidance for Local 

Authorities; 

• Width of PRoW diversions to consider requirements of cyclists / equestrians 

by providing require sufficient width for passage where applicable; 

• Suitability of diversions as alternatives to consider accessibility; 

• During any period of path closure the path will be securely closed to the 

public; 

• Information boards at closures explaining the works and providing details of 

alternative routes and the duration of, the closure or diversion; and 

• All temporary gates and/or fencing will be removed as soon as possible 

following achievement of restoration objectives from any field with a PRoW. 

28.6.13 PRoW reinstatement will be monitored for a suitable period to be agreed with 

consultees. 

Open Access Areas  

28.6.14 Any temporary closure and/or diversion for Open Access Areas crossed by the 

cable route necessary will be agreed with the SDNPA. This will be signed and 

advertised to the public in the same way as a PRoW closure, and be included in 

the PRoW communications strategy. 

28.6.15 Open Access Areas will be reinstated fully on completion of construction and 

restoration works. 
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28.6.16 Consideration will be given to the avoidance of the closure of the Open Access 

Areas during the times of highest intensity usage (eg bank holidays and major 

events) in consultation with the South Downs National Park Authority. 

Tourism 

28.6.17 During the detailed design and construction phases of the Project, regular 

contact and consultation with all parties potentially affected by the Project will 

be maintained including local authority tourism departments and the local 

community.  Clear signs will be erected to indicate the reasons for, and duration 

of, any beach closure in the vicinity of the side access. 

During Operation 

28.6.18 The permanent PRoW diversion arrangements for PRoW 8T (see Figure 28.2 for 

proposed diversion) will be agreed with West Sussex County Council.   

28.6.19 The new PRoW will have a width of approximately 2m and will be constructed 

to a level that is of equal or better quality than the existing route requiring 

minimal future maintenance. 

During Decommissioning 

28.6.20 At decommissioning it is anticipated that the onshore cables will be left buried 

in situ, unless lifted to be replaced by new cables to be run along the same 

route as part of future developments or wind farm re-powering. It is likely that 

ducting will remain in place; however, the cables may be pulled out of the ducts 

via the jointing bays.  Mitigation measures will be dependant on the location of 

the jointing bays. 

28.6.21 No decision has been made regarding the final decommissioning policy for the 

proposed substation, as it is recognised that industry best practice, rules and 

legislation change over time. The onshore substation may continue to be used 

as a substation site after the Project has been decommissioned.  

28.7 Residual Effects 

28.7.1 The significance of residual effects during construction and operation (i.e. those 

effects predicted to remain after mitigation measures have been implemented) 

is presented in Table 28.9.  The residual impacts during decommissioning would 

be dependant on the final decommissioning strategy. 
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28.8 Cumulative Impacts 

28.8.1 The following planned developments are noted in the vicinity of the proposed 

substation: 

• Modifications to the existing National Grid Bolney substation (associated 

with Rampion connection). 

• Modifications to the existing National Grid Bolney substation (not 

associated with Rampion). 

28.8.2 Four 400kV feeder bays are required within the NGET substation compound at 

Bolney to connect the new Rampion substation to the existing NGET Bolney 

substation.  Recent discussions between National Grid and E.ON have indicated 

that these works would fall outside NGET's permitted development rights and 

therefore planning consent would be required, E.ON intends to apply for 

planning permission from Mid Sussex District Council. 

28.8.3 It is understood that National Grid will undertake the works not associated with 

Rampion as Permitted Development with pre-application consultation with the 

LPA expected in 2013. 

28.8.4 The National Grid Bolney substation modifications will be located in close 

vicinity to the works required at Bolney as part of the Rampion project.  It is 

anticipated that the works could be undertaken in parallel.  Detailed 

environmental assessment reports have not yet been completed for the 

National Grid Bolney modifications.  In terms of the socio-economic 

environment, the Bolney modification work is expected to result in a temporary 

increase in employment during construction.  However, the cumulative impact 

of the two projects on socio-economics during construction is expected to be 

negligible.  It is understood that the proposed Bolney substation modifications 

are located within land owned by National Grid and will not impact on any 

PRoW. 
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Table 28.9: Summary of Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Significance of Effects 

Aspect Impact Proposed Mitigation Measures Sensitivity Magnitude Residual 

Effect 

Construction Phase      

Population & 

Settlement 

No predicted impacts upon 

the local population structure 

or character of the region. 

 

No mitigation proposed 

 

Medium Negligible Negligible 

Economy & 

Employment  

Beneficial impacts on 

employment and local 

businesses during 

construction. 

Local employers, suppliers and trade bodies will be kept abreast of the 

proposed onshore works. Participation of local and regional companies in 

contract and supply tenders will be encouraged. 

Medium Small Minor 

Beneficial 

Education & 

Schools 

Disturbance to school classes Bramber First School will be informed and engaged with prior to 

construction so that they can take construction into account, and any 

potential mitigation measures will be discussed and agreed in order to 

minimise disruption. 

High Small 

 

Moderate 

Community 

Facilities 

Temporary income loss for 

community facilities during 

temporary closure. 

Disturbance to users of local 

community facilities. 

In terms of any impacts resulting from the temporary closure of the 

Brooklands Golf Centre during cable installation and reinstatement 

commercial agreements will be in place with Wrothing Borough Council 

who own the Goldf centre..  Clear signs to indicate the reasons for, and 

duration of, the golf course closure will be erected, together with details 

of the nearest alternative facilities. 

Continuing Engagement with the operators of the   “We Cycle Too” 

facility to agree mitigation measures.  

Medium Negligible 

 

Negligible 

National Trails Disruption to users of South 

Downs Way National Trail 

through temporary diversion 

Access will be maintained via a diversion for the duration of the works. 

 

Design and reinstatement specifications will be provided to the relevant 

authority for approval. The surface of the PRoW will be reinstated to a 

standard that is no less than that prior to the works. 

 

Consultation with the South Downs National Park Authority/West Sussex 

County Council on the proposed publicity of the diversions/closure.  

High Small Moderate 
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Aspect Impact Proposed Mitigation Measures Sensitivity Magnitude Residual 

Effect 

 

A PRoW Communications Strategy will be produced in discussion with 

PRoW officers from the relevant local authorities.  A number of tools will 

be used to provide advance notice of PRoW closures so that users are 

aware of alternative routes or can make alternative plans.   

 

Consideration will be given to the avoidance of the closure of the South 

Downs Way during the times of highest intensity usage (eg bank holidays 

and major events) in consultation with the South Downs National Park. 

  General mitigation measures will include: 

• Reference to the Circular 1/08 Rights of Way Circular  - Guidance 

for Local Authorities;· 

• Width of PRoW diversions to consider requirements of cyclists / 

equestrians by providing require sufficient width for passage; 

• During any period of path closure the path will be securely closed 

to the public; 

• All temporary gates and/or fencing will be removed as soon as 

possible following achievement of restoration objectives from 

any field with a PRoW. 

 

PRoW reinstatement will be monitored for a suitable period to be agreed 

with consultees. 

   

Public Rights of 

Way  

Disruption to users of PRoW 

through temporary closure 

and/or temporary diversion 

Regular contact and consultation with the South Downs National Park 

Authority South Downs Way Officer, the West Sussex County Council 

Rights of Way Team, and the South Downs Local Access Forum including 

local equestrian groups during detailed design and construction.   

 

Closure durations will be minimised where possible to consist of short-

term closures, with alternatives being provided where necessary and 

advance warning being given.   

 

Medium Small Minor 
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Aspect Impact Proposed Mitigation Measures Sensitivity Magnitude Residual 

Effect 

Where construction operations are to be phased the PRoW will be closed 

temporarily and re-opened after each stage of the construction 

operation. 

 

Design and reinstatement specifications will be provided to West Sussex 

County Council/South Downs National Park Authority for approval.  

 

Consult the South Downs National Park Authority/West Sussex County 

Council on the proposed publicity of the diversions.  

 

A PRoW Communications Strategy will be produced in discussion with 

PRoW officers from the relevant local authorities.  A number of tools will 

be used to provide advance notice of PRoW closures so that users are 

aware of alternative routes or can make alternative plans.   

 

The surface of the PRoW will be reinstated to a standard that is no less 

than that prior to the works. 

 

Consideration will be given to opportunities to make improvements 

which will bring benefit to local PRoW users. 

 

General mitigation measures as above for the South Downs Way. 

Open Access Areas  Disruption to users of Open 

Access Areas through 

temporary closure 

Consultation with South Downs National Park Authority 

Provide clear signs to indicate the reasons for, and duration of, the 

closure.  

 

If any access into the Open Access Areas, including access points such as 

gates or stiles, is made unavailable during construction then temporary 

access points into the rest of the site that remains available will be 

considered in consultation with the SDNPA and relevant landowner. 

 

Medium Negligible 

 

Negligible 
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Aspect Impact Proposed Mitigation Measures Sensitivity Magnitude Residual 

Effect 

Reinstate land fully on completion of construction and restoration works. 

 

All temporary stiles, gates or fencing will be removed as soon as possible 

following achievement of restoration objectives. 

Tourism Disruption to tourists visiting 

local tourist attractions. 

Disruption through temporary 

closure of beach 

Regular contact and consultation with all parties potentially affected by 

the project including local authority tourism departments and the local 

community.   

Provide clear signs to indicate the reasons for, and duration, of beach 

closure. 

High Small Moderate 

Operational Phase      

Public Rights of 

Way  

Disruption to users of ProW 

through permanent diversion. 

The permanent PRoW diversion arrangements will be agreed with West 

Sussex County Council.   

 

The new PRoW will have a width of approximately 2m and will be 

constructed to a level that is of equal or better quality than the existing 

route. The PRoW will be constructed to require minimal maintenance 

from the Local Authority. 

Medium Small Minor 
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